HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

produce literary or religious texts. "It appears more and
more evident," asserts M. Sylvain Levi, "that Kharostri
was the writing of Central Asia." Sir M. A. Stein, who has
explored the region of Takla Makan, announced that on
the old banks of the Niya River, he had found 500 inscrip-
tions on tablets of wood in Kharostri characters. Separated
by an interval of thousand years, the Greek and Chinese evi-
dences by their agreement show that the name Kharostri was
used from the 5th century B. C. to denote the barbarian
peoples, Turks or Tebetans, who lived in the north-west con-
fines of India, scattered among the Hindukush and the Hima-
layas and on the slopes of the Pamirs. Hence the Kharostri
must have received the name at a time when the name Kha-
rostra was in ordinary use. Ktesias' reference to the Indian
Kalystrioi (Greek Kynokephaloi i. e., Dog-headed), proves
that the name was known to the Iranian world, that is in the
Persia of the Achaemenides, about 400 B, C. The Greek in-
fluence could not have penetrated into India at so remote a
date.
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